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He said to them, "It is 

not for you to know 

times or epochs which 

the Father has fixed 

by His own authority; 

Acts 1:7   

But it is perfectly okay to know what’s coming 

up in the Association! 

 December 19—Jan 2 -  

  Christmas Holiday—Office Closed 

 January 5th  - 

 First Camp Committee Of The year! 

 January 7th -  

Winter Work Day At The Assoc. Office 

 January 10th -  

ARVBA Executive Board Meeting 

The Good News Letter 
December 2022 

IT’S TIME TO LEVEL UP VBS! 
Spin the spinner, beat the clock, skip ahead, level up, 

and play to win! You’ll need to bring your A-game for 

this VBS. Twists & Turns is a fantastical celebration 

of games of all kinds. From classic tabletop games to 

video games and more, kids will play their way 

through VBS while learning that Jesus guides them 

through all the twists and turns of their lives. They’ll 

find that even when they mess up it’s never “game 

over.” 

The Association VBS Clinic Directors are headed to 

Nashville in a few weeks to get the lowdown on 

Lifeway’s VBS 2023.  They will join Vacation Bible 

School Directors from all over the region to hear from 

Lifeway representatives, share craft and snack ideas, 

learn some new dance moves, and more. 

Then, They will return to the 

ARVBA and begin planning for 

VBS Clinic 2023! 

Stay tuned for Date/Place/Time. 

 

 

 

Weather Got Us Last Year! 

 

So Are Gonna Try 
 

Association Work Day 
January 7th, 2023 

At the Association Office! 

There are lots of projects/repairs to catch up on 

around the ARVBA Office and we hope you can 

help.  January 7th is the TENTATIVE date 

(snow?) for our first ever mid-winter Work Day 

and we will furnish both breakfast and lunch.   

Barn repair, door lock replacement, paint touchup 

and general cleanup are just a few of the projects 

we hope to tackle. Come when you can, bring a 

crew with you, work hard for the Lord and enjoy 

some of the best fellowship this side of Heaven.    

Let us know if you are coming so we can plan our 

projects and meals!  See you then unless plans 

change. 



2022 

Year In Review! 
Click the ARVBA Logo if viewing 

online OR follow the link below 

next time your are on you phone or computer!   

https://vimeo.com/761503911 

2022 was an awesome year for the churches of the 

ARVBA!   

As an Association, we trained almost 100 small group 

leaders, equipped 30+ plus block party participants, 

impacted our communities in 

amazing ways during One Day-

ServeLocal, made the annual 

‘Chicken Run’ to Church Camp, 

brought the Rec. Ministry to 

Cherokee Village, saw 60+ 

professions of faith at Camp, 

traveled back to Kansas City for 

the annual ARVBA/KC Mission 

Trip, participated in our state 

convention’s One Day mission 

event, and gathered at 1st 

Dardanelle for our Annual 

Meeting.  The churches (and 

individuals!) of the ARVBA 

contributed  more generously to 

the ministries of their association than at any time in 

recent memory. Those gifts included not only financial 

support, but volunteer hours as well!  

Your overwhelming generosity is what made all  of 

the above mentioned ministries and events possible 

and speaks well to the possibilities in 2023.  As I 

shared at the Pastor’s Appreciation Dinner, no other 

Association works together, plays together, prays 

together, or supports their sister churches more 

passionately than does the ARVBA!   

On a personal level, 2022 has reaffirmed that, 

“rejoicing in our sufferings” is sometimes more 

difficult than it sounds.  The stress of serving the 

‘orneriest’ Association on the planet (just kidding, of 

course!) resulted in various and sundry medical 

interruptions.  One case of Covid, three bouts of 

pancreatitis, tick fever, cardiac stent placement and 

pancreatic duct repair kept me from “thinking more 

highly of myself than I ought.”   

One friend remarked, “You just like to walk up to the 

edge of death and stand there!”   

Of course my thought was, “If I ever find out who 

keeps spiking my coffee with Kryptonite, we are going 

to have a come-to-Jesus 

meeting!” 

On a more serious note, you guys 

have demonstrated an affection 

and support of biblical 

proportions.  You have prayed me 

out of the hospital on numerous 

occasions, taken up love offerings 

to help with medical costs (mind 

still blown by this!), and lifted my 

beautiful bride up in prayer as she 

takes care of her broken-down old 

husband.  Rest assured, your un-

ceasing intercession is helping me 

rapidly return to full superhero 

status.  Words cannot express 

how much Teresa and I love all of you guys or how 

much we appreciate the honor of serving alongside the 

churches of the ARVBA. 

The new year is quickly approaching and I can’t wait 

to see what the Lord has in store for your church and 

for your Association. As you will note in other articles, 

VBS, Camp, and Missions Trip teams will be meeting 

very soon.  The Disaster Relief team has continued 

their ministry both at home and away.  Those folks 

have a ton of ministry ideas for the coming year and 

can’t wait to get started. 

Please remember to keep Bro. Carl Fair’s son, Isaiah, 

in your prayers.  As many of you already know, he was 

severely injured on December 6th and has a long and 

painful recovery ahead.  A GoFundMe page has been 

set up to help with medical costs for those who fill led 

to contribute. 

https://gofund.me/4e0101c0  

Missionary’s Heart 
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The first Executive Board meeting of 

2023 is happening on January 10th! 

Plans are to meet at the Association Office, at 6:30 

and enjoy refreshments, reports, and vision casting 

for the coming year.    

There are several Associational ministry  

‘adjustments’ that may need to be discussed, as 

well as new ministry opportunities for the 

Executive Board to consider.  Please make sure 

your Executive Board members are aware of the 

date!  

We Are Updating Our Calendar Page! 

The ARVBA website is updated often and we 

wanted to make it even easier for you to discover all 

the ‘goings on’ at the Association. 

Goto www.thearvba.com and click on the calendar 

button.  There are three views to choose from and 

‘hovering’ your cursor will show a brief synopsis of 

the particular event you are looking at.  Clicking the 

event will bring up a more detailed description.  

Check it out and let us know what you think. 

The Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

presents 

Evangelism Conference 2023 

Make plans to join us January 23-24 for the 2023 

Statewide Conference on Evangelism + Church 

Health. We will have powerful worship, dynamic 

speakers, and practical workshops with lunch that will 

encourage you.  

Geyer Springs First Baptist Church will host the event 

and, in addition to great worship and preaching, at least 

five lunch meeting/workshops are being offered this 

year. 

More information is available at www.absc.org/events/

evangelism-conference-2023/ 

Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we 

have been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
2 Through him we have also 

obtained access by faith into this 

grace in which we stand, and we 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
3 Not only that, but we rejoice in 

our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, 
4 and endurance produces 

character, and character produces 

hope,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ARVBA Staff wishes each of you a very 

Merry Christmas And A  Happy New Year! 

“You shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger...” 
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